Colorado Cancer Coalition

Quality of Life/Cancer Survivorship Task Force 

Conference Call Minutes

Date of Call: January 12, 2009

1)  Al Marcus, the new Chair of the Quality of Life/Cancer Survivorship Task Force, welcomed everyone to the call.

· Al noted that over 20 participants joined the call, indicating that cancer survivorship is indeed a high priority within the CCC.

· Thanks to everyone for joining the call!

2) Sara Miller joined in thanking the participants on the call.  She reiterated that the top priority is to engage in a strategic planning process to update and revise the Quality of Life chapter in the Colorado Cancer Control Plan. 

· Key Milestone:  Draft ready for public comment by August, 2009.

· New chapter will cover the period 2010-2015.

· New chapter should retain current focus on Quality of Life, hospice and palliative care and rehabilitation, but also expand focus to include diagnosis and other survivorship issues.

3) Al noted that the name of the current task force, where Quality of Life is emphasized, might be reframed to emphasize “Cancer Survivorship”.

· Will discuss on future conference call.

· Request would need to be submitted to the CCC Executive Committee.

4) Given the large number of participants on the call, combined with the mandate to expand the focus of this task force, it was suggested that smaller working groups be established to begin working on the revisions and updates to the Colorado Cancer Control Plan.

· Two constructs or conceptual models were suggested to organize these subgroups.

· One model would create subgroups based on the Cancer Survivorship Continuum (e.g., newly diagnosed, in treatment, post-treatment).

· A second model would create subgroups based on major endpoints for programs, initiatives or services provided (e.g., informed decision-making, access to care, a multidimensional perspective on QOL).

· While both models or approaches clearly overlap, the Task Force should decide which approach will actually guide the development of objectives and strategies for inclusion in the 2010-2015 Colorado Cancer Control Plan.

· During the conference call, there seemed to be a preference for the first approach.

· Al encouraged all Task Force members to email him their preferences in this regard - - to be reported on the next conference call.

5) As a broad strategy for moving forward, it was suggested that the Task Force convene quarterly meetings (in-person and by telephone), with bi-weekly conference calls scheduled to supplement the quarterly meetings.
· Three conference calls were subsequently scheduled as follows:
· 1-26 at 1:30
· 2-9 at 1:30
· 2-23 at 1:30
· Please allow for 60-90 minutes per conference call.

6)  The list-serve that will be used to initiate the current conference call was created from an email that was sent to all CCC members. 
· As we go forward, this list will be defined by those CCC members who formally join the Task Force via the CCC website.
· If you are not currently listed as a member of the QOL Task Force, please visit the CCC website and add your name to this Task Force.
7) New call-in information will be provided for the next and all subsequent conference calls.

8) Tentative agenda for next conference call (1-26 at 1:30)

· Welcome/Roll Call

· Review of Previous Minutes

· Revising Task Force Name to Emphasize Cancer Survivorship

· Timeline for Revising/Updating QOL Chapter

· Organization into Subgroups

· Subgroup Chairs

· Conference Call Schedule Beyond 2-23, Full Task Force

· Conference Call Schedules for Subgroups

· Quarterly Meetings

· Definition of a Cancer Survivor

· Guidelines for Drafting Objectives and Strategies

· Next Steps

· Other Business as Appropriate

9) Once again, thanks to all who joined the call!  Al.
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