Colorado Breast Cancer Task Force

Wednesday, 1/14/09, 8:30am – 10:00am

American Cancer Society, 2255 S. Oneida, Denver, CO 80224
Call in # 1-866-740-1260, access code 9307850

Attendees: Nancy Beegle, Erikka Apolinar, Randi Rycroft, Jane Hajovsky, Becky Haddad, Lynn Cogley, Regina Topelson, Li-Li Hsu, Teri Spector, Pat Patterson, Ilima Kane, Paula Davis, Heide Barthel, Audrey Marshall and Devin Detwiler

We apologize for the phone problems and will make sure this is resolved before the next meeting.

Minutes from last meeting reviewed. No changes made.

Breast and Women’s Reproductive Cancer Fund/CO Tax Check Off – One check per year will be distributed to the fund with the next deposit occurring in August 2009.  $78, 544.25 was earned in the first year.  Of which, individual businesses contributed only $1,100, which is a little short of expectations.  The Colorado Cancer Coalition (CCC) Executive Board also loaned the fund $10,000.  Loan may not need to be repaid.  Starting balance for 2008 (which includes donations received recently via mail and the CCC loan): $86,794.25 - of which 3% is collected by the Foundation for oversight and fiscal management.  

Wendy Newman has been hired as the project director for the fund.  As well as, establishing a new Advisory Board who will do grant reviews. Dolinda Gibson, Physician Assistant (PA) from Pueblo and Lupe Harbison, Patient Navigator from Larimer County have joined the board.

Nancy has met with an agency to develop a website for the fund. 

Anne Smith with Evolve Communications has been contracted to do public relations.

The next meeting will take place on January 28th in Denver from 4:00pm-8:00pm. Details on location will be sent out soon.
Breast Cancer Resource Directory Subcommittee-The directory is finished and will be delivered to Erikka with CDPHE and Lynn at ACS today.  A mailing party is set for January 21st from 9:00am-11:30am in the Carson Room on the 1st floor of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.  Teri will be rounding up volunteers!

The following changes in format have been made to the directory:

· Added a welcome letter in the beginning with FAQ’s that would help a newly diagnosed person navigate through the directory.

· Have organized listings geographically and included maps of the state

The Spanish directory is still with Translation Services and hopefully will get printed next week.

Outcome from focus groups by Ilima Kane (Klein Buendel)-There were two focus groups conducted, one in Grand Junction on October 7th and the second in Denver on October 23rd.  The following findings and suggestions were made:

Findings:

· The directory is highly used by both groups

· Both providers and survivors felt the directory is reliable and trustworthy

· Neither of the survivors or providers said they would be willing to notify us of the mistakes they found in the directory

· The directory is difficult to navigate

Suggestions:

· Consider reorganizing the directory with caution
· Explore different options
· Find out ways to point out resources for the underserved populations
· Helping users to order more copies (include a pull out card)
· Continue to publish annually and keep current

· Investigate data collection process for getting the listings

· Fostering a community of contributors

· Conduct a focus group with the underserved populations

CO Cancer Plan 2010 development timeline- Sara Miller created a proposed timeline on when activities need to be carried out by the taskforces (e.g. in drafting those plans, when public review and comments need to occur, etc.).  If anyone is interested in helping with the development of the breast cancer chapter, please contact Nancy.

BCTF Leadership-Asking for nominations for a BCTF Chair, please forward these to Nancy.

Presentation by Randi Rycroft, CDPHE, Cancer Registry, “Latest Information on Breast Cancer in Colorado”-An average of 2,900 malignant breast cancer are diagnosed annually in Colorado women. During 1996-2006, the yearly incidence rate of breast cancer was 138.7 cases per 100,000 women for areas of the state that had the least poverty (less than 10 percent poverty), 123.6 for the areas with 10-19 percent poverty, and 104.2 for the poorest areas with 20 percent or more poverty. Other factors affecting the incidence rates might include difference among the three groups in average age at first pregnancy and use of hormone replacement therapy.

In general, there was no improvement in early detection between 1995-2000 and 2001-2006 regardless of poverty level with the exception of black women from the wealthier areas and Asian/Pacific Islanders from poorer areas. Breast cancers were less likely to have been detected at an early stage in the poorer areas of the state. The smaller differences seen between the poverty groups among women aged 65 and older may be attributable to Medicare mammography benefits.

Approximately 87% of women with breast cancer in Colorado survive at least five years after diagnosis. Survival rates were found to be lower in poorer areas of the state for women aged 50-64, but this difference was less apparent among women of Medicare age.

Partner Announcements

· 10th Annual Multicultural Conference on Breast Health-will take place at the Renaissance Denver Hotel (3801 Quebec Street in Denver) from 8:00am-2:00pm on Saturday, February 21, 2009.  To rsvp call 303-744-2088, ext. 302.

· Making Strides Against Breast Cancer- is coming up on Sunday, April 26, 2009 at Washington Park in Denver.  For more information go to www.cancer.org/stridesonline.

Adjourn

