Colorado Breast Cancer Task Force

Wednesday, 12/9/09, 8:30am – 10:00am

American Cancer Society, 2255 S. Oneida, Denver, CO 80224
Attendees: Nancy Beegle, Erikka Apolinar, Brenda Lantz, Lynn Cogley, Shirley Hass, Vicki Tosher, Devin Detwiler, Judy Baxter, Pat Patterson, Jane Hajovsky, Jo Bottoff, Diane Akins, Rita McCoy, Judy Bregler, Teri Spector, Sarah Blakeslee,Tara Swieter, Sandy Priester, Joanne Vermeulen Kathy Rhodes and Jill Fricker
Via Conference Call: Lynn Spencer, Linda Gregory, Annette Zacharias, Patsy Rose, Sara Miller, Mark Sohasky and Wendy Newman
Thank you to the American Cancer Society for providing breakfast and to the Comprehensive Cancer Program for sponsoring the call!

Minutes from last meeting reviewed. No changes made.

Update from Sara Miller-Lynn Spencer will no longer be working on the Breast Cancer Resource Directory Project. Teri Spector has agreed to take over as project manager for the directory for this year.  Also, there will be a meeting in March to discuss what resources we have available for the directory and do some strategic planning.

Breast Cancer Resource Directory Subcommittee-The English version of the directory will be coming out in January 2010 and the Spanish version will follow shortly there after. The online directory has been launched and will allow users to search for resources by city, state, or regionally, as well as by service or program. The benefit to the online version is that resources can be added or amended throughout the year, rather than on an annual basis. To view the new online directory go to: www.breastcancercolorado.org.
The Colorado Breast Cancer Resources Directory, both online and printed, are generously funded by Susan G. Komen for the Cure - Denver and Northern Colorado Affiliates, Exempla Healthcare, Foothills Surgical Associates, Women's Wellness Connection, American Cancer Society and the Comprehensive Cancer Program at the Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment. Both versions of the Directory are developed by a team of volunteers, including volunteer editor Pat Patterson.  As well as, Teri Spector, Klein Buendel and Kim Wright.
Breast and Women’s Reproductive Cancer Fund/CO Tax Check Off
Colorado Breast Cancer Coalition- the Colorado Breast & Women's Reproductive Cancers (BWRC) Fund will be awarding up to $36,000 in grants in our second grants cycle.

The complete RFA will be released via email networks and will be also be available on www.coloradocancercheckoff.org on January 4, 2010.  (The website is currently being updated).  Applications will be due on January 29, 2010 and decisions will be announced in mid-February.

This grant cycle will again help fulfill the mission of the Colorado BWRC Fund: to help reduce mortality from breast and women's reproductive cancers and improve the quality of life of Coloradans impacted by these diseases.  Two categories will be offered: grants for up to $6,000 and mini-grants (with a shorter application) for up to $1,000.  

Colorado Breast Cancer Coalition-this group is now a member of the National Breast Cancer Coalition Board of Directors!  Also, whoever was receiving Vicki Tosher’s “Legislative Alert”, please send your email address again to vtosher@qadas.com, since Vicki’s computer got corrupted and she lost all her contacts.

2010 Cancer Plan-the breast cancer chapter is still in the process of being revised. Rachel Foster from the Women’s Wellness Connection is helping out with this.  The CCC would like to have all drafts by January 2010 to put on the website for public comment.
Primary purpose of Cancer Plan

The Colorado Cancer Plan goals are to both reduce cancer mortality and to influence selected behaviors that relate to cancer mortality. Objectives and their recommended strategies cover cancer mortality, health disparities, primary prevention, secondary prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, quality of life, and surveillance.

Presentation by Judy Baxter 
Since 1999, the Rocky Mountain Workshop on How to Practice Evidence-Based Health Care (EBHC Workshop) has been training health care practitioners, policy makers, consumer advocates and medical journalists from around the world.  The EBHC Workshop receives funding from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), and the Milbank Memorial Fund.  This five-day, hands-on workshop is held annually in the summer at one of the beautiful resorts in the Rocky Mountains.  Directed by Andy Oxman, Senior Researcher from the Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the Health Services, and Judy Baxter, this workshop features a cadre of world-renowned teachers, practitioners and researchers from the arena of evidence-based health care. 
Partner Announcements

· Cleaning for a Reason-If you know any woman currently undergoing Chemo, please pass the word to her that there is a cleaning service that provides FREE housecleaning

 
This is a one time per month for 4 months while she is in treatment. All she has to do is 
sign up and have her doctor fax a note confirming the treatment. Cleaning for a Reason 
will have a participating maid service in her zip code area arrange for the service.


For more information go to: http://www.cleaningforareason.org 
· Day of Caring Revisited- You are invited to a most important meeting to be held on January 19, 2010, from 6:30 - 8:30 PM at 1375 High Street, Denver, CO  80218.

 
As many of you already know, a special committee (Sue Miller, Vicki Tosher, Becky 
Haddad, Barbara Lipkin, Pat Patterson, Judy Biegler, and Elaine McCain) has been 
working diligently to determine if it is feasible to bring back "Day of Caring for Breast 
Cancer Awareness" in 2011. Our vision of Day of Caring for Breast Cancer Awareness 
revisited would be a 
community based, collaborative event targeting anyone impacted 
by breast cancer (e.g., current breast cancer patients, recently diagnosed, survivors, 
family, 
friends and caregivers).  We believe we can organize an event that will "educate 
beyond the headlines" and provide up-to-date, reliable and understandable information 
for diverse audiences.  This would be unlike any other event in Colorado.  We believe 
there is a great need for this event that would provide incredible benefits to a very large 
audience.  Won't you please join us for this 
discussion on January 19th and provide us 
with your valuable feedback and ideas. Please RSVP to:  Barbara Lipkin (email:  
Barbaralipkin@comcast.net; or phone:  303-
692-0031) by January 15, 2010.
· 5th Annual Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk-will take place from 7:30am until 11:00am on Sunday, April 25, 2010 at Washington Park.  Parking will be at South High School (E. Louisiana Avenue & South Downing Street).  For more information please contact Lynn Cogley at  720-524-5472 or Lynn.Cogley@Cancer.org
Adjourn

