Colorado Cancer Coalition

Quality of Life/Cancer Survivorship Task Force 

Conference Call Minutes

Date of Call: February 9, 2009

Participants:  Al Marcus, Abigail Rose Harris, Andrea Masias, Debra Hesse, JoAnne Lovins, Mark Sohasky, Maureen McKasy-Donlin, Meg Rebull, Michael Galbraith, Sandra Rojas, Susan Ash-Lee, Therese Thompson

1)  Al began the call by reminding participants that the top priority for this Task Force is to update and revise the Colorado Cancer Plan, Quality of Life chapter for 2005-2010.

· This and other chapters in the Colorado Cancer Plan will focus on key cancer control objectives for Colorado as well as strategies to achieve these objectives

· Al also noted that based on feedback from the previous conference call, there was a consensus that we should form smaller working groups to begin this effort, and that the majority view was to organize these working groups around the concept of the continuum of care for cancer survivors

· Pursuant to this task, Al prepared a working document (#1) that was attached to the minutes of the previous conference call (1-26-09)

2) General feedback was solicited on working document #1 that was appended to the minutes of the previous conference call.

· This draft included a brief introduction to the new Quality of Life chapter, as well as proposing five working groups corresponding to five sets of objectives that would target: 1) newly diagnosed cancer patients, 2) patients in treatment, 3) patients post-treatment, 4) family members, friends and caregivers of cancer survivors, and finally 5) cancer survivorship research

3) Positive feedback was obtained regarding the working document (e.g., “a good start”), with much of the discussion focusing on the initial proposal to form the five smaller working groups.

· This discussion resulted in the decision to form four working groups instead of five

· These four smaller working groups are as follows:

· Newly diagnosed cancer survivors

· Cancer survivors in treatment

· Cancer survivors post-treatment

· Family members, friends and caregivers of cancer survivors

4) There was general agreement that the proposed fifth working group (cancer survivorship research) was important and needed to be highlighted in the new Quality of Life chapter, but cancer control objectives related to this area could/should be nested within the four remaining working groups.

· The rationale here is that to provide continuity within the chapter, research objectives should also be linked to the continuum of care construct, which has now emerged as a central organizing theme for the new chapter

5) Consistent with the rationale noted above, there was also a discussion of whether the friends/ family members/caregivers working group might be eliminated and instead have these objectives also nested within the three continuum of care working groups.

· Although differences of opinion were expressed, the majority opinion was to retain this fourth working group to elevate and give additional stand-alone emphasis to friends/family members/caregivers of cancer survivors in the Quality of Life chapter

6) Also noteworthy is that participants on the conference call agreed that these two decisions (i.e., eliminating cancer survivorship research and retaining family/friends/caregivers as working groups) could be revisited later.

· For example, the chapter could subsequently be re-organized to allow cancer survivorship research to have its own section in the chapter, or to nest family/ friends/caregivers within the continuum of care sections

· This possible re-organization would be based in large part on whether there is sufficient critical mass to elevate/retain both as separate sections within the Quality of Life chapter

7) Given the current decision to organize the Task Force into four working groups, Al asked for volunteers.

· Everyone on the call volunteered for at least one working group as follows:

Group 1 (newly diagnosed cancer patients)
· Andrea Masias

· JoAnn Lovins

· Mark Sohasky

· Sandra Rojas (Organizer/Chair)

Group 2 (cancer survivors in treatment)
· Abigail Rose Harris

· Mark Sohasky

· Susan Ash-Lee

· Meg Rebull (Chair or Co-Chair)

Group 3 (cancer survivors post-treatment)
· Abigail Rose Harris

· Debra Hesse

· JoAnn Lovins

· Michael Galbraith

· Sandra Rojas

· Susan Ash-Lee (mainly as a resource)

· Therese Thompson

Group 4 (family members/friends/caregivers)
· Susan Ash-Lee (Co-Chair)

· Veronica Hernandez (nominated by Al)

· Therese Thompson

· Maureen McKasy-Donlin

8) To provide continuity across all working groups, Al will also work with each of the above working groups.

9) For Task Force members who were not on this conference call, please email Al if you would like to serve on one or more of the working groups.

· We need as much involvement and participation as possible!

· Also need Chair/Co-Chair for working Group #3 and Co-Chairs for Groups 1, 2 and 4

10) Working group Chairs will be tasked with organizing follow-up subgroup meetings, and facilitating drafts of the key objectives and strategies for each objective. 

· Al will work with each subgroup Chair to facilitate logistics, scheduling, word-processing, etc.

11) Until further notice, the Task Force will use the same call-in number and passcode as previous conference calls.

12) Please email any additional thoughts or recommendations you might have regarding working document #1 to Al.

13) Attached please find final copy of previous Quality of Life chapter (requested from participant on this call).

14) Next call: 2-23-09 at 1:30: 866-606-0744; passcode: 5106654785
15) Agenda for next conference call 
· Update on working group members

· Organizing follow-up working group meetings

· Timelines/milestones

· Other business as needed

16) Thanks to everyone who joined the call and for volunteering to serve on the working groups!  

Best Regards,

Al.











































1

