Colorado Breast Cancer Task Force

Wednesday, 3/11/09, 8:30am – 10:00am

American Cancer Society, 2255 S. Oneida, Denver, CO 80224
Attendees: Pat Patterson, Randi Rycroft, Jane Hajovsky, Lynn Cogley, Regina Topelson, Erikka Apolinar, Vicki Scott, Joanne Vermeulen, Jill Adams, Brenda Lantz, Karen Hill Audrey Marshall and Devin Detwiler

Via Conference Call: BJ Boucher, Francie Smiles, Wendy Newman and Sharon Castro

Thank you to Pat Patterson for facilitating the meeting and the Colorado Cancer Research Program for sponsoring the call!

Minutes from last meeting reviewed. No changes made.

Colorado Breast Cancer Coalition –This group is determined to make this a statewide coalition and have membership from individuals and organizations.  Mission and Goals include the following:
Mission
The CBCC is dedicated to eradicating breast cancer through education, advocacy and access to quality healthcare for all – from screening through diagnosis, treatment, and survivorship to end of life.

Goals

· Establish an effective statewide network of organizations, businesses, and individuals committed to focusing attention on breast cancer through political action and education.

· Promote access to the best available evidence-based breast cancer screening, diagnosis, and care. Where there is no research evidence, best practice and the promotion of clinical trials.

· Work to guarantee that all people have access to high quality healthcare regardless of employment, insurance, or health status.

· Promote national research related to the causes and cures of breast cancer and work to secure adequate funding for continued research. 

· Support efforts that disseminate accurate information about early diagnosis, access to screening, and treatment to the general population of Colorado. 

· Participate in local, state, and national planning efforts, advisory boards, and committees that advocate for breast cancer issues.

· Develop and participate in effective policy initiatives and implementation efforts. 

Membership Structure

· Individuals - $10

· Organizations and Non-profits - $50

· Sponsorship
( Note: no-one will be denied membership based on inability to pay.

Member Benefits
· Provide input on legislation, priorities, and other agents of change 

· Provide an effective, unified voice for breast cancer and access to healthcare issues 

· Offer educational forums and policy working groups

· Offer access to scholarships for NBCC conference and trainings

· Provide networking opportunities

· Maintain awareness of legislative updates

· Offer information on the latest news research, standard of care, etc. 

· Offer an audio CD summary from NBCC

· Develop a Newsletter 

· Develop a website that highlights hot topics (via website, newsletter, email updates, etc.)

· Provide survivorship info

For more information on how to partner, advocate and implement critical reform that will benefit all Coloradans, please email or call us at: info@bccolorado.org or 1-800-734-2804
Breast and Women’s Reproductive Cancer Fund/CO Tax Check Off-Members have been focused on developing an 11 member Advisory Board to oversee the implementation of the fund. As well as, working on an Education/PR Campaign, advising people to know their body, if there are any unusual changes talk to your doctor. Airing 30 and 15 second spots on Channel 9.  This information is also posted on their website.  In all corners of the state, whether it be on the radio or newspapers.  

Also, the BWRC Fund will be releasing a RFA next Monday, March23rd. A total of $25,000 in grant awards will be allocated and mini-grants will be capped at $5,000. The grant cycle will begin approximately on May 18th, 2009 and will end on December 31, 2009.

 Breast Cancer Resource Directory Subcommittee-The directory is now available in English and Spanish.  

The following changes in format have been made to the directory:

· Added a welcome letter in the beginning with FAQ’s that would help a newly diagnosed person navigate through the directory.

· Have organized listings geographically and included maps of the state

Great news!  Have received grant request submitted to Susan G. Komen for the Cure-Denver Metropolitan fully funded for $30,000!!!  Still need to raise $20,000 to update the website and include a searchable database. If members know anyone who can make donations, please contact Pat Patterson at ppatterson@ormanager.com.

Teri has accepted a permanent part-time position with the University of Colorado Denver’s Colorectal Screening Program (CCSP) as the Media and Public Awareness Coordinator. She will be involved in planning media campaigns statewide to promote screening, as well as working with their providers to promote screening to their patients and communities.

Presentation by Karen Hill, American Cancer Society, Great West Division-Karen came on board as the Regional Vice President for the American Cancer Society in late May of 2008. Have been with nonprofits for 17 years and got involved in the Colorado Mammography Fund, which helped raise funds and awareness for low income women who needed mammograms. As well as, Day of Caring Activities and the Komen Foundation (Race For The Cure).

What is happening at ACS..

Dianna Hemphill (Communications Manage) is the key person that the coalition/task forces work with regarding public relations.

Patient Navigator Program-Have 5 Patient Navigators at the University Hospital, Boulder Community Foothills Hospital, Rose Medical Hospital, Lutheran Hospital and Saint Anthony Central Hospital, who worked with 5,000 patients. Many of these patients are breast cancer patients. There are 2 Cancer Resource Centers located in the Rose Medical Hospital and Lutheran Hospital and in the process of finalizing a partnership with the Aurora Medical Center.

The Colorado Breast Cancer Resource Directory is a great tool that navigators use for patients.

Research-In Colorado last year over 12 million dollars was dedicated to research and two million went to breast cancer projects. 

Legislation- HB 09-1059, Introduced by Representative Primavera, would require that all private health insurance plans regulated by the state, continue to cover the routine patient care costs for policy holders who chose to enroll in a clinical trial. Due to the experimental and investigational nature of drugs and devices tested in clinical trails, insurers can be inconsistent about continuing to provide coverage for the routine care a patient needs while being enrolled in a clinical trial.

This bill does NOT ask that insurers cover the investigational drug or device itself, as this is typically covered by the sponsor of the trial. The bill only requires that insurers continue to provide all services that would be covered under the individual's policy regardless of their enrollment in the clinical trial.  On 03/13/2009 Senate Second Reading Passed

HB 09-1164-Introduced by Representative Diane Primavera, would add an additional $25 dollar surcharge on to the "Committed to a Cure" breast cancer license plate. The additional revenue would be used to pay for an eligibility expansion for the Breast and Cervical Cancer Medicaid Treatment program when funds become sufficient and sustainable within the account.

Currently, a woman MUST be screened through the state's screening program (Women's Wellness Connection) in order to be eligible for treatment coverage through the Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment Program. In other words, if a woman meet ALL qualifying criteria for enrollment in the Treatment Program but was screened at a clinic outside of the Women's Wellness Connection, she WILL NOT qualify for treatment coverage.

The goal of this legislation is to raise enough dollars through the license plate surcharge as well as additional private donations, to expand eligibility for the Treatment Program so that women meeting all other qualifying criteria can receive coverage for treatment, regardless of where they were screened. On 3/13/2009 House Third Reading Laid Over to 03/16/2009

Partner Announcements

· AMF Breast Cancer Awareness League-Starting on Tuesday, May 5th the Club will play every Tuesday at 7:00pm at the AMF Broadway Lanes on 5485 south Broadway in Littleton for 16 weeks. Adult/Child price will be $17.00 per week, which includes 2 games and shoe rental.  A portion of the weekly league fee will be donated by AMF to the Bowling Foundation to benefit Susan G. Komen For The Cure. Each member can receive a commemorative Breast Cancer Awareness bowling ball.

· Fire Up the Grill (a benefit for the Colorado Cancer Research Program)- will be held on Saturday, March 21st from 5:00pm-9:00pm at the College of Culinary Arts Building on 7150 Montview Blvd in Denver. There will be hands-on instruction from renowned Johnson and Wales culinary instructors.  Appetizers and desserts will be provided. For more information contact Todd McKinely at tmckinley@co-cancerresearch.org or 303-777-2663. Space is limited to 40 people, so register now.
· Hope for the Cure-Please join us for the 14th annual Hope for the Cure celebration where Komen will thank their major donors and recognize their 2009-2010 grantees.  This will take place on Thursday, April 9, 2009 from 6:00pm-8:00pm at the Cable Center on the University of Denver Campus on 2000 Buchtel Blvd.  A Passover friendly dinner and beverages will be served. Please RSVP via email to Sabrina Wright-Hobart at swright-hobart@komendenver.org or call 303-744-2088 x311.

Adjourn

