Colorado Breast Cancer Task Force

Wednesday, 5/13/09, 8:30am-10:00am

American Cancer Society, 2255 S. Oneida, Denver, CO 80224

Attendees:  Nancy Beegle, Becky Haddad, Jane Hajovsky, Lynn Cogley, Erikka Apolinar, Brenda Lantz, Teri Spector, Linda Fiske, Audrey Marshall and Devin Detwiler

Via Conference Call: Stephanie Shulman, Linda Gregory and Gretchen Framel
Thank you to the Colorado Cancer Research Program for sponsoring the call!

Minutes from last meeting reviewed. No changes made

*Colorado Breast Cancer Coalition

Clinical Trials Bill HB 1059 (passed and was signed by the governor 4/27/09)

This bill was introduced by Representative Primavera and would require that all private health insurance plans regulated by the state, continue to cover the routine patient care costs for policy holders who chose to enroll in a clinical trial. Due to the experimental and investigational nature of drugs and devices tested in clinical trails, insurers can be inconsistent about continuing to provide coverage for the routine care a patient needs while being enrolled in a clinical trial. This bill does NOT ask that insurers cover the investigational drug or device itself, as this is typically covered by the sponsor of the trial. The bill only requires that insurers continue to provide all services that would be covered under the individual's policy regardless of their enrollment in the clinical trial.

Breast Cancer License Plate HB 09-1164 (passed and was signed by the governor on 5/1/09)
This bill was introduced by Representative Diane Primavera and would add an additional $25 dollar surcharge on to the "Committed to a Cure" breast cancer license plate. The additional revenue would be used to pay for an eligibility expansion for the Breast and Cervical Cancer Medicaid Treatment program when funds become sufficient and sustainable within the account. Currently, a woman MUST be screened through the state's screening program (Women's Wellness Connection) in order to be eligible for treatment coverage through the Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment Program. In other words, if a woman meet ALL qualifying criteria for enrollment in the Treatment Program but was screened at a clinic outside of the Women's Wellness Connection, she WILL NOT qualify for treatment coverage. The goal of this legislation is to raise enough dollars through the license plate surcharge as well as additional private donations, to expand eligibility for the Treatment Program so that women meeting all other qualifying criteria can receive coverage for treatment, regardless of where they were screened.

*Breast and Women’s Reproductive Cancer Fund
The BWRC announced a request for applications (RFA) for their mini-grants cycle. They were soliciting proposals of up to $5,000 to reduce mortality, suffering, and improve the quality of life of Coloradans affected by breast, ovarian, cervical, uterine, vaginal, endometrial, and vulvar cancers.

The following grantees have been awarded:

· The Colorado Ovarian Cancer Alliance ($5,000)

· Fremont County Public Health Agency ($2,250)

· Klose Lymphedema Care ($5,000)

· San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center ($5,000)

· Spanish Peaks Regional Health Center ($1,935)

· Women’s Resource Center ($4,901)

*Breast Cancer Resource Directory Subcommittee

The subcommittee is now working on getting funding for the 2010 edition. As well as, soliciting sponsorships from many of the organizations that sponsored the directory in the past.

 The following contributions were received from:

 $30,000 grant from Metro Denver Komen affiliate

 $3,400 from Northern Colorado Komen affiliate

 $2,500 from Foothills Surgical Associates

 $5,000 from Exempla

Will be working with Klein Buendel on renovating the online directory and add a search capability. All the listings need to be added to a database, so if anyone can help, it would be greatly appreciated! Klein Buendal will be working on a data document that all this information will be entered into.  The subcommittee will have more to report on at the next meeting.

Teri has taken a new position at the University Colorado Denver in the Colorectal Cancer Screening Program and a new Project Manager for the directory will be selected.  June 15th will be Teri’s last day with the Breast Cancer Resource Directory.

*Cancer Plan

Sara has created a proposed timeline on when activities need to be carried out by the taskforces (e.g. in drafting those plans, when public review and comments need to occur, etc).  

Members in attendance went over Breast Cancer Chapter Objectives and discussed the following:

· Objective 5.1-By 2010, increase to 85% the proportion of women age 50 and older reporting having had a mammogram in the past two years (Baseline: 77.4%, 2004 Colorado BRFSS)

ACTION: Members agreed to keep this text the same.

· Objective 5.2-By 2010, increase to 85% the proportion of minority/ethic/rural and other certain subgroups of women age 50 and over who have received a mammogram in the past two years. (Baseline: Hispanic women 70.8%; Black women 77.6%, 2004 Colorado BRFSS)

ACTION: Members agreed to keep this text the same.

· Objective 5.3-Gather and disseminate educations resources for younger women (under the age of 50) to help them identify if they are high risk (Baseline: To be established)

ACTION: Nancy will follow up on what has been done with this objective and report at next meeting.

· Objective 5.4-Determine current state of mammography access in the state of Colorado. Access is described in terms of capacity, miles from service, hours of operation, financial barriers, geographical location, time off work, etc. (Baseline: to be established)

ACTION: Nancy will follow up on this objective

Group questions/issues: 

· Do new diagnostic guidelines need to be incorporated?

· Need to evaluate survivorship chapter and add to as needed.

· How can we evaluate the impact of increased co pays, deductibles and coinsurance as barriers to access?

· Need the capability of sending out document in Word rather than a PDF so that people can make their edits and email back.

*Partner Announcements

· Look Good…Feel Better-This class will be held on May 18, 2009 from 5:00pm-7:00pm at the Homewood Suites (199 Inverness, Dr. West in Englewood).

· Komen Denver Race for the Cure-Will be on Sunday, October 4th at the Pepsi Center. For more details on the race go to: www.komendenver.org
· A Pink Tie Affair-Join the Komen Denver Affiliate on Saturday, November 7, 2009 for a night of dinner, auctions, dancing and casino games at the Sheraton Hotel Denver. For more details on the race go to: www.komendenver.org
