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Promoting Sun Safety in Colorado: Initiatives of the
Colorado Skin Cancer Task Force

Deva Montgomery, David Buller, PhD, Mary Klein Buller, MA, Lori Crane, PhD,

Barbara Walkosz, PhD, Dave Erikson, Robert Dellavalle, MD, llima Kane, MA.

The Skin Cancer Task Force is an all-volunteer subgroup of the Colorado
(ancer Coalition comprised of physicians and other medical professionals,
researchers, businesspersons, and citizens committed to education,
prevention and early detection of skin cancer in Colorado. The Task Force
is implementing sun safety programs designed to help meet the Colorado

Cancer Plan 2010 objectives for reducing melanoma morbidity and mortality.
A major effort of the Task Force is Sun Safe Colorado, a program that has been
underway since 2003 with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Colorado Chronic Disease Prevention Program (CCPD).
Evidence-based sun protection education programs are being disseminated
to worksites, schools, and pediatric and adult clinics. In 2006-08, managers
and employees from 109 employers, teachers at 446 schools, medical
providers at 9 clinics, and individuals staffing the 9News Health Fair have
been trained to deliver education on primary and secondary prevention of
skin cancer. CCPD also funded a new skin cancer prevention project in 2008,
Sun Safe Colorado for Preschools and Childcare Centers. Task Force members

will promote sun protection for children to preschool operators and parents
through workshops, educational materials, and mini-grants to support
shade construction. The Sun Safe Colorado website, www.sunsafecolorado.
org, includes an online course for teachers on school-based sun safety
instruction being offered in collaboration with the University of Colorado
Denver. In August 2008, the Task Force worked with hotels in the Denver
area to supply sun safety information and sunscreen to delegates and guests
attending the Democratic National Convention. Several Task Force members
are conducting research to develop more effective strategies to promote sun
protection with unique populations. In the Colorado Kids Suncare project,
the effectiveness of tailored print educational materials is being tested
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with parents and children (aged 10). The Sun Safe Schools project involves
examining a strategy to help public school districts in Colorado adopt sun
protection policies for students. In the Go Sun Smart project, methods to
improve distribution and use of an evidence-based sun protection program
for employees and guests of ski areas have been evaluated. Task Force
members have also documented that the indoor tanning industry is a
prominent advertiser in high school newspapers in Colorado which reach
older adolescents, the age when indoor tanning is initiated. The variety of
expertise, experience, contacts, and interests of Task Force members has
contributed to creating a multi-faceted sustained effort to prevent skin
cancer in Colorado.




