Minutes of Health Disparities Task Force

Thursday, January 25, 2007

Attendees:

Alice Bradley, Ruth Chavez, Christy Reed, Maya Meis, Sara Miller, Patricia Valverde

Mary Kaye Meyers, Cathy Morin, Jared Ostermiller,  Marjorie Bezdek, Barbara Walkosz

Phone Participants: Melissa Selby from Larimer County, Nelda Curtiss from Alamosa and, BJ Boucher, from Durango

Topics discussed:

1. Christy Reed discussed the challenges of recruiting physicians, who treat Medicaid patients, for cultural competency training.  Task members offered suggestions such as: 

a. Resource sharing

b. Identifying an internal champion

c. Networking

d. Working with associations

Christy noted that they had just started to work with associations and feels that will be a successful avenue.

2. Per cultural competency, the task force continued the discussion and raised the following points:

a. How is cultural competency being defined?

b. Who are all of the populations included in the discussion of cultural competency?

c. Are there a set of basic criteria that can be applied in a multi-cultural world? (a possible task force goal for this year?)

d. How do physicians best demonstrate cultural competency when treating people of many different cultures within one practice?

3. The discussion of cultural competency continued regarding recruitment of 

      communities into cancer research, specifically, cancer genetic programs noting:

a. the challenges of making communities aware of cancer genetic programs

b. the barriers that exist to such programs because of cultural beliefs and/or fears

c. the task force discussed the central role of education and  the building relationships and networks by starting with leaders of the communities in order to disseminate the information

d. a key factor in working with communities is trust and trust can take years to develop. Program leaders and researchers cannot expect to come into communities and develop trust around this issue over night.

4. Health Disparities Regional Action Team Districts/Health Disparities Summit

a. The state has been divided into seven regions for the purposes of spearheading cancer health disparities activities throughout the state.

b. Two goals associated with the regional approach are:

i. determine the cancer needs in each region

ii. mobilize Action Teams in each region

c. The Health Disparities Summit will take place on March 19th
i. 125 people are expected

ii. There will be equal representation from each of the seven regions – more people from the metro area may attend; the members of the task force should be involved

iii. Mini-consortiums (regional) will meet at the Summit

iv. Task Force members who are interested in receiving an invitation to the Summit to participate or assist with Summit implementation should contact Program Coordinator Cynthia Sneddon at 719-573-9040 X7606 and let her know of your interest in participating. Her email address is CynthiaSneddon@Centura.Org
5. Task force for goals for 2007 

a. A suggestion was made by Ruth Chavez to form HDTF subcommittees that need to be task-oriented with a defined set of goals. Discussion focused around this issue with some feeling that it was too early in the life of the task force to consider and others feeling it may be very worthwhile. Further discussion of this suggestion will take place on the next conference call..

b. Develop a statement of purpose for the task force to be posted with other task force information and resources on the ColoradoCancerCoalition.Org website

c. Develop a structure for consistent approaches and discussions

d. Develop a structure for leadership and leadership succession planning

e. Build on an agenda

f. Look at the cancer plan and determine the objectives of the task force and the overall goals

g. It was noted that other task forces have gone through this process

h. The task for will lose members if they are somehow not engaged

i. Melissa Selby and BJ both noted the barriers/challenges that existed for outreach and bringing women in for screening 

j. Establish a regular time for meetings

k. Focus should be on problem solving, networking, resource sharing

6. The HD task force is leading the way in Coalition efforts to recruit and involve regional participation in Cancer coalition activities.    

7. There will be an effort by the Coalition to also take advantage of NCI web cast. capabilities.

